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AREA CRIME ALERT
February 1, 2010
The Sharpstown Civic Association wants to make you aware of a rash of burglaries and break-ins in your immediate area.
Although Constable and Houston Police Department patrols have been increased, CCT-3 is a large area with 1,773 homes located between Bellaire, Gessner, Beechnut and Eichler.  Law enforcement officers need your help to catch these criminals.  If you see anything or anyone suspicious, IMMEDIATELY call the Constables at (281) 463-6666.
These criminals are entering homes during the day and at night, when homes are empty and when residents are at home.  Some residents have been terrorized and others slept through the crimes as they occurred.  As far as we know, no one has been hurt or killed, and we want to keep it that way.
PREVENTION

Lock your doors and windows.  Seems like a no-brainer, but we've had several reports that the criminals entered through a window or door the resident thought was locked but was not.  Check windows and doors to be sure.  If a lock is broken, get it repaired immediately.

Turn on your burglar alarm -- even when you are home.  As previously mentioned, several break-ins occurred while residents were home.  If you are afraid of accidentally setting it off yourself, leave some kind of reminder on doors (tape, sock on the handle, etc.) to remind yourself the alarm is on.
Keep an eye on the outside of your home.  Check the exterior of your house daily to see if something does not look right--missing window screen, scrape marks by door locks, etc.  Some reports indicated that an entry point was made during the day and was used when the break-in occurred at night.

Inventory your possessions.  Be sure to write the make, model and serial number or unique markings of each item.  Photographs are better than video because items are more visible in photos and you can hand photos to investigators instead of a DVD or tape.  Do not store the list on your computer or in your safe -- if those are stolen (and they have been), the criminals have your list and you do not.  Keep 2 printed copies -- one for yourself and one for the police; you can make copies of your set to give to your insurance company if needed.
Inventory your personal and financial data.  Back up computer data and keep discs in a safe place.  Photocopy all your membership and credit cards--don't forget to remove them from the copier glass!  Keep phone numbers with the list so you can quickly cancel all credit, bank, library, membership accounts.
Hide heirlooms and irreplaceable items.  Don't leave your grandmother's wedding rings in your jewelry box or special family heirloom items in plain view.
Install and use exterior lighting.  Criminals look for ways to hide -- shine the light on them instead.

PRE-PLANNING FOR AN EMERGENCY

Keep your cell phone charged or plugged in by your bedside.  Sometimes criminals cut the phone lines and a cell phone is portable if you have to move.
Think twice before deciding "my gun is my defense."  If you have a gun, know how to use it and only plan to use it if you are actually prepared, without hesitation, to use it and kill someone.  Think about how much time it takes to prepare to shoot: find glasses to see, retrieve gun, unlock safety, prepare to fire.  Remember, most of the victims did not hear the criminals in the house, so you may not have time to reach your gun.  If you do grab a gun, remember that the larger the caliber, the further the bullet travels -- through people and walls, sometimes into people on the other side of walls.  Loaded guns are also magnets for children, and as sure as they know when you have candy in your pocket, they know when a gun is in a bedside table.
Think twice before deciding to install burglar bars.  The bars may or may not keep determined criminals out but will definitely keep you trapped inside the house if you try to escape in an emergency or fire.  If you have bar gates, keep an extra key on a hook behind the door so you can escape in a hurry if you need to.
Plan how you can safely exit your property.  Be sure your chosen window can open enough for you to get through and consider what is on the other side (bush, tree, A/C, etc.) that can obstruct your exit. If you need to cut through a screen, be sure a tool is nearby to do it. Know how you would exit your yard without bumping into the criminals coming out your back door. Do a test run to see how long it takes or how noisy it is to use your planned escape route.
Talk to your children about what to do if someone breaks in.  Children should be kept as far away from criminals as possible.  Point out hiding places in their rooms (under the bed, closet) or how to escape through windows or doors.

Program your cell phone with the Constable's phone number: (281) 463-6666.
IF YOU ARE HOME WHEN A BREAK-IN OCCURS

Try to remain calm and focused.  Not easy, but it's your best defense.
Make noise to let them know you are aware of them and call out "Get out -- I've already called the police!"  Be sure your children know this the is the cue for them to hide or exit.
Stay away from the intruders.  Try to exit the house if you can do so. If you cannot exit, lock yourself into a bathroom or closet (consider installing locks inside closet doors).  TAKE YOUR CELL PHONE and call BOTH  911 AND the Constables only when you are safe--you want as many officers as possible to come.
If you see the intruders, pay attention to their appearance, what they look like, wearing, etc. This will be helpful for the police.

Please notify the SCA Office of any incidents so we can keep track of what is going on in the area and pass on that information.  You can also check for updates on our website www.sharpstownscan.com. 
